Presenter Biographies

“Madness or sanity?” — Recontextualising
Contemporary Audience
10.30am — 12.00pm (Church Square Theatre

Chair: Dr David Edwards (The Northern School of Art

‘We all go a little mad sometimes’: Re-evaluating Depictions
of Mental lliness in the Psycho Sequels (Dr Reece Goodall,
University of Warwick)

Reece Goodall is an Assistant Professor at the University of
Warwick, where he has recently completed a PhD thesis
comprising an industrial and theoretical analysis of contemporary
French horror cinema, uniting these two facets of the genre into a
cohesive and complementary framework. His research interests
include horror and other genres in French cinema, the
contemporary horror genre, and the interplay between media,
news and politics. He has previously written for French Screen
Studies, Horror Studies and Animation Studies, and he is the
author of forthcoming chapters on music in Tangled, Alexandre
Aja and the Conjuring franchise.



Madness or Sanity: Smile and Marrowbone (Monesha
Lawrence, National Institute of Technology, India)

Ms. L. Monesha is a First year Post Graduate student pursuing
M.A. English (Language & Literature) in National Institute of
Technology, Tiruchirappalli, India. Her approach delves into a
deep understanding of literary theory, historical context, and
contemporary discourse. She has presented two research papers
and a research poster in three international conferences. She has
published 3 poems and a paper in ISBN edited books and a
journal. Her areas of interests include Literary Criticism, Voices of
Women in Literature, Trauma studies and Linguistics.

Haunted Selves: Dissociative Identity Disorder in
Contemporary Horror Cinema (Dr Gemma Angel, University
of Leicester, UK)

Gemma Angel is an interdisciplinary scholar trained in art history,
visual anthropology, and material culture studies. Their current
research interests encompass media representations of mental
iliness and neurodiversity; Mad Pride movements and activism;
skin studies; medical humanities; and visual, material, and
museum anthropology. She completed her doctoral thesis at
University College London in collaboration with the Science
Museum in 2013 and has previously held research fellowships
and taught at the UCL Institute of Advanced Studies, Cornell
University, and Oxford University. She is currently MA
Programme Director and Lecturer in Museum Studies at the
University of Leicester.



The Autistic Canon and Coding Within the Horror Genre -
From Changeling Children to Slashers on the Spectrum
(Sophie Coleman, The Northern School of Art, UK)

Sophie Coleman is a working artist within the North-East and a
Postgraduate Student at The Northern School of Art working
towards an MA in Design History after recently graduating with a
First-Class Honours bachelor’s degree in fine Art. Sophie’s
practice focuses heavily on fringe sub-cultures particularly queer,
kitsch, and pop culture. Queer theory has dominated the subject
of their recent practice, both written and physical, with a focus on
the notion of the queer home and domesticity.

‘l can’t exist by myself because I’'m afraid of myself” -
The Politics of the Abject Bod
1.00pm — 2.30pm (Church Square Theatre

Chair: Alyson Agar (The Northern School of Art

Killer Queers, Manic Pixie Dream Girls, and Old Lady Babies:
Horror’s Ongoing Fetishisation of Girls and their Pathology
(Dr Robyn Ollett, Stirling University, UK)

Dr Robyn Ollett is a Lecturer in Humanities at Teesside University
and a PGR Supervisor for Gender Studies and Media and
Communications students at the University of Stirling. Her
research deals with literature, film, and culture concerning queer
identities and issues. Robyn has published in various edited
collections, and international journals. Her monograph New
Queer Gothic: Reading Queer Girls and Women in Contemporary



Fiction and Film is available very soon with UWP’s Gothic Literary
Studies Series.

Representing Postnatal Mental lliness in Anti-Christ & The
Upstairs House (Georgia Poplett, Durham University, UK)

Georgia Poplett is a Postgraduate Researcher based between
the Department of English Studies and the Institute for Medical
Humanities at Durham University. Her practice-led PhD considers
Gothic models for representing lived experiences of postpartum
psychosis, especially body and domestic Gothic, and explores
the production of original novel-writing as academic discourse.

Women, Hysteria and Patriarchy: Re-Conceptualising
‘Dayan’ (Witch) in reference to Indian Hindi Film Bhool
Bhulaiyaa (Gurpreet Kaur, Government P.G. College
Panchkula Haryana, India)

Ms. Gurpreet Kaur is working as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of English at Government P.G. College Panchkula
Haryana, India. She has earned two post graduate degrees; in
Business Economics and English Literature from Panjab
University Chandigarh, India. Her areas of interest are Film
Studies, Literary Theory and Post-Colonial Literature. She is a
passionate soul who likes to spend most of her time reading and
writing poetry.



Otherness and Sensory Horror: A Neurodivergent Reading of
Berberian Sound Studio (Dr Amy Pearson, Durham
University)

Dr Amy Pearson is an Assistant Professor in Psychology at
Durham University, and a late diagnosed, autistic autism
researcher. Her work primarily focusses on the experiences of
autistic adults, more specifically on factors affecting interpersonal
relationships, including identity management (i.e. masking),
stigma and interpersonal victimisation.

“Your mind and your body don’t belong to you” — Horro
and Concepts of the Self

3.00pm-4.00pm (Church Square Theatre
Chair: Dr Reece Goodall (University of Warwick

Let's Scare Jess...Again and Again (Dr Thomas Britt, George
Mason University, USA)

Thomas Britt is a Professor and founding member of the Film and
Video Studies program at George Mason University. He
completed his PhD at the University of Brighton in 2023,
researching and writing about 'Death in post-classical screen
storytelling.' At George Mason University, he created the Global
Horror Film course and leads the screenwriting curriculum. He
writes about film, television, and music for various publications.

Of Spectral Dualities and Unseen Struggles: Examining the
Perpetrator-Victim Dynamic and Mental Health Stereotypes



in Indian Horror Films (Zainab Wahab, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, India)

Zainab Wahab is a second year Master's student of English
Literature at the Jawaharlal Nehru University. Her research
interests include the Aesthetics of Disgust, Body Horror and
Ecogothic. She writes poetry and enjoys reading about the

architectural significance of historic buildings.



