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Adapting Story

In January of 2025 | put on an exhibition in The Hartlepool Art Gallery
featuring artists interpretations of a short story I’d written called ‘A
Ferry for Frogs” which was published in the seventh Crossing the Tees
annual

The story was about frogs who sail through the night skies on a ferry
and | wanted to see what people came up with based on the characters
and settings I’d given them.

Bringing the story to life from the page made me think about how it
would be displayed and how it could be interacted with leading me to
consider sensory elements and making the collection as accessible as

possible. Experiences like the Gruffalo were an influence

This accessibility ranged from rugs and pencil rubbings to an audio-
book complete with sound effects and a activity booklet to complete.
allowing people to take the story and experiences home with them






A FERRY FOR FROGS

A Multi-media Exhibition
Curated by Adam McLean




The Gallery Playspace

Before my course | began volunteering at The Hartlepool Gallery because | knew it
would be a good connection to have and when discussing A Ferry for Frogs we were able
to find some money from a previous project meaning we had an actual budget.

| shared the gallery with fellow MA student Kelsi Lees who was also using an exhibition
to tell a story and together we collaborated on redesigning the space.

We chose the woodland theme because both of our projects had a focus on smaller
animals and amphibians and a focus on habitats and we felt creating a biophilic
woodland would be a vibrant and exciting way to educate our audience and connect
them with nature

A lot of my research revolved around how to make my exhibition relevant with this
theme of nature and that ranged from Insect Hotels to fun-facts.
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We did have to run our ideas past the Gallery curators at the time who were very
happy for us to just go wild but we had to take extra care buying cushions and
toys that were suitable.

There was a lot you wouldn’t expect to consider like which colours worked best
against the rest of the gallery, which were softer to look at, which blended more,
and the access to books in that space.

It became more of an interior decorating job and despite it being a small corner
we really tried to tell a story by having a grand entrance which led through the
area showcasing the bookshelves, the Teepee and Kelsi’s board.

We tried to imagine what children would be attracted to first and built around
that. A big factor for me was the inclusion of the Insect hotel | had built and
educating children on its use but we knew the Teepee and Kelsi interactive board
would be the eye-catchers






We’ve heard so many positive things about that space since we re-decorated it
and seeing children engage with it has really helped inspire me. Part of the
project was adding fun-facts to that space about nature recovery and habitats
so I’m glad we managed to make it feel relevant.

But there are so many areas of Hartlepool and Teesside that are run-down and
in need of this same treatment. We have a town full of lore and stories and it
would be amazing to see more creatives redecorating these areas to tell their

own stories and bring new folklore to the area.

This project became less about filling in a CV and more about inspiring the next
generation of creatives to consider nature and habitats in their own work as
well as what stories could be hidden in the woods for them to find.
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