


SAR CONFERENCE 
2024
‘Knowledge is of no value unless you put it into practice’ 
– Applying academic research to practical innovations. 

Discovery of new knowledge, and integration of 
knowledge leading to new understanding 



The conference sought to align film-makers and academics to

create a working dialogue across the industry. The themes of

the conference shed light on the areas of mental health both in

cinematic texts but also how audiences respond to these films.

The conference developed our understanding of artistic, social

and psychological attitudes to mental health representation.

CONFERENCE 
AIMS
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23/24 
PUBLICATIONS

11/23 – Horror Literature & Adaptation – 
Horror Homeroom (Online Peer Reviewed 
Journal)

05/24 - No More Haunted Dolls: Horror Fiction 
that Transcends the Tropes - Series in Critical 
Media Studies (Vernon Press)

11/24 - Zombie Futures in Literature, Media 
and Culture: Pandemics, Society and the 
Evolution of the Zombie in the 21st Century: 
Pandemics, Society and the Evolution of the 
Undead in the 21st Century (Bloomsbury 
Academic)
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FORTHCOMING 
PUBLICATIONS

‘“You must be the loneliest girl I’ve ever seen” – 
Saint Maud, Religiosity and the Comfort in the 
Flames’. A24 & Horror (The University of Wales 
Press, 2025)

‘“All your decisions made” Toxic Masculinity in the 
Contemporary Zombie Film’. The Palgrave Book of 
the Zombie (Palgrave Macmillan, 2025)

‘“If I can change and you can change, everybody 
can change” – Sylvester Stallone’s reappraisal of 
Rocky IV with his Ultimate Director’s Cut’. Screen 
Storytelling Series – Sylvester Stallone 
(Bloomsbury Academic, 2026).
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22/23/24
CONFERENCES

May 2022 – Unstoppable Performance: 
Teaching Acting in Lockdown and Beyond, 
Canadian Association for Theatre Research 
CATR/ACRT-SQET, Canada

October 2022 – Redefining the Horror Loner in 
Light of the Worldwide Lockdown – Cine-Excess 
16, University of Birmingham, UK

June 2023 - The Loneliness of the Long-
Domestic Slasher - SWPACA Summer Online 
Conference, Albuquerque, USA
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23/23/24 
CONFERENCES

July 2023 - “I’m not alone, I’m here with you”: Approaches to 
Loneliness in Independent British Horror, Fear 2000, Sheffield 
Hallam University, UK

October 2023 - “I have a scrupulous conscience, Father…this 
need to confess so many things” – Scrupulosity in Exorcist III, 
Cine-Excess, University of Birmingham, UK

October 2024 – Cine-Excess, University of Birmingham, UK 
(TBC)

November 2024 – Stanislavsky and Psychology (University of 
Leeds & University of Malta) Symposium will lead to new 
edited volume in the ‘Stanislavsky and…’ Routledge series.
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INTEGRATION OF 
KNOWLEDGE

Psycho-Physical work – contemporary 
developments in IM/Voice/Volume

Mental Health & Re-contextualisation – 
performative and cinematic academic strands

Cinematic developments in 
performance/adaptation/new technologies
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THANK
YOU



ALPINE SKI HOUSE
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