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|"Dreams or nightmares? Madness or sanity? | don’t know which is

which” - The Representation of Mental Health in the Horror Genre

Thursday 25" April 2024

9.00am — Registration [Refreshments Provided] (Student’s Union, Church Square)

10.00am — Conference Opens

Opening Comments — Dr David Edwards (The Northern School of Art)

Let’s Scare Jessica to Death Introduction (online) — Kim Newman (International Film

Journalist/Author)

or sanity?” - ising Horror for the Contemporary Audience
10.30am — 12.00pm (Church Square Theatre)
Chair: Dr David Edwards (The Northern School of Art)

* ‘Weall go a little mad imes’: R luating Depictions of Mental lliness in the
Psycho Sequels (Dr Reece Goodall, University of Warwick)
Madness or Sanity: Smile and Marrowbone (Monesha Lawrence, National Institute of
Technology, India)
Haunted Selves: Dissociative Identity Disorder in Contemporary Horror Cinema (Dr
Gemma Angel, University of Leicester, UK)
The Autistic Canon and Coding Within the Horror Genre - From Changeling Children
to Slashers on the Spectrum (Sophie Coleman, The Northern School of Art, UK)

1pm — Lunch [Provided] (Student’s Union, Church Square)

“I can’t exist by myself because I'm afraid of myself” - The Politics of the Abject Body
1.00pm — 2.30pm (Church Square Theatre)
Chair: Alyson Agar (The Northern School of Art)

* Killer Queers, Manic Pixie Dream Girls, and Old Lady Babies: Horror’s Ongoing
Fetishisation of Girls and their Pathology (Dr Robyn Ollett, Stirling University, UK)
Representing Postnatal Mental lliness in Anti-Christ & The Upstairs House (Georgia
Poplett, Durham University, UK)

Women, Hysteria and Patriarchy: Re-Conceptualising ‘Dayan’ (Witch) in reference to
Indian Hindi Film Bhool Bhulaiyaa (Gurpreet Kaur, Government P.G. College
Panchkula Haryana, India)

1IMAR

Otherness and Sensory Horror: A Neurodivergent Reading of Berberian Sound Studio
(Dr Amy Pearson, Durham University)

2.30pm - Break [Refreshments Provided] (Student’s Union, Church Square)

“Your mind and your body don’t belong to you” — Horror and Concepts of the Self
3.00pm-4.00pm (Church Square Theatre)
Chair: Dr Reece Goodall (University of Warwick)

®  Let's Scare Jess..Again and Again (Dr Thomas Britt, George Mason University, USA)

Of Spectral Dualities and Unseen Struggles: Examining the Perpetrator-Victim
Dynamic and Mental Health Stereotypes in Indian Herror Films (Zainab Wahab,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India)
(Un)Real Reality: Delusional and lllusional Landscapes in Horror (Dr Catherine Pugh,
Independent Scholar)

Keynote

4.00pm (Church Square Theatre)

Mothers, Madness and Monsters in The Babadook — Matt Glasby (International Film

Journalist, author of The Book of Horror: The Anatomy of Fear in Film)

The Northern School of Art Short Film Screenings/Radio Drama Listening Posts

5.00pm (Church Square Theatre)

Love Bethany (2022) dir. Oscar W. Fitchett (Level & Final Major Film Project)
Tender (2024) dir. David Edwards (Level 5 Acting for Media Film Project)
Fellfoul (2024) dir. Andrew Orten (Mulgrave Audio)

Flicker (2024) dir. Elen Bodey (Level 6 Final Major Audio Drama Project)

Film Screening
7.00pm (Church Square Theatre)

Harold’s Going Stiff (2011) followed by a live Q&A with director Keith Wright :undL:led by
Bob Fischer (Fortean Times)

Closing Comments — Bob Fischer/Dr David Edwards
9.00pm - Conference Closes

Post-Conference Reception and the announcement of the Nightmare 24 llustration Prize at
The Owl, Scarborough Street
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