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The Festival of lllustration PRIZE

March-July 2025

The Northern |lllustration Prize sponsored by the Association of Illustrators (AOIl) categories include
https://theaoi.com/northern-illustration-prize-2025/ :

e Emerging lllustrator Prize— Judged by Jonny Hannah & AOI
e Established lllustrator Prize— Judged by The Northern School of Art & AOI
e The Animation Prize (New for 2025, sponsored by Aardman Animation) — Judged by Aardman, NSoA & AOI

In total we have received approximately 1700 entries for the Northern lllustration Prize, from 76 different countries
which we shortlisted. We received international submissions from all over the world including Middle East, Russia,
Europe, South and North America, Asia, including entries from leading animation Schools such as CalArts. The
shortlisted entries will be exhibited in the Festival Gallery exhibition and a screening will take place for the shortlisted
animation category. The shortlisted entries were used in the exhibition at Hartlepool Art Gallery, alongside invited artists.


https://theaoi.com/northern-illustration-prize-2025/
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FOI EXHIBITION:

Private View 5-7:30pm
Hartlepool Art Gallery
Friday 12t September

EXHIBITOR
ANNOUNCEMENT

Open 12t September — 1st
November 2025.

120 exhibiting artist (80
invited artists in Stories of
Home Exhibition + 40
shortlisted

from the competition)
exploring the diversity of
illustration.

EXHiBiTOR
ANNOUNCEMENT

MARTYNA | 48
GRADZIEL

EXHIBITOR

EXHIBiTOR
ANNOUNCEMENT

CARLY
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Illustration Workshops &
community sessions.
- September 2025
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AOIl Illustrator Meet Up Event- September 2025
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CREATIVE BOOM Subscribe

(INSPIRATION) (ILLUSTRATION)

Why Hartlepool is becoming the
North's most unlikely creative
powerhouse

My visit to the Northern Festival of lllustration highlighted how a once-overlooked
seaside town is becoming one of the UK's most exciting creative centres.

Written By: Tom May

13 October 2025
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